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What states have you visited?



Which state did you like 
the most? Why?

Which one do you want to 
visit next? Why?



Do you like geography?

Do you think geography is 
important?



Do you use maps?

Are you good at reading a 
map?



How does geography affect 
people’s lifestyles?



How’s the weather today?



Does your country have 
good weather?



How does weather affect 
how you feel?



Is weather changing?



Do you care for the 
environment?

Why is it important to care 
for the environment?



Do you recycle?

What is trash and what is 
recyclable?





Do you have any

good news to share?
(Personal or not) 
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What does this quote mean to you?















COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS





What is sustainability?



Sustainability

In 1987, the Brundtland Commissions of the United 
Nation defined sustainability as "meeting the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs." To become a 
sustainable, we must find a balance between the three 
aspects.



Environmental

The environmental aspect of sustainability involves 
taking care of our surroundings. This includes 
everything from picking up litter and reducing pollution 
to wildlife and rainforest conservation. This is the only 
planet we have, so we'd better take care of it.



Social

We should all aspire to treat ourselves and each other 
with fairness and respect. This is as simple as letting 
someone merge into your lane during heavy traffic to 
respecting the views and opinions of people who 
disagree with you to working towards social justice in 
far away countries. We don't have to like everyone we 
meet, but we all have to share the planet.



Economic

In today's world, it's very difficult to get by without 
money. We need to live responsibly and within our 
means so that we aren't a burden on others. This is as 
true for you and me as it is for cities, states and 
countries around the world. No one can prepare for 
every situation, but we can still do our best to make 
sure we can support ourselves



Where the Three Meet
Sustainability is made up of all three aspects, 
environmental, social and economic, meet. Striving to 
buy nothing but organically grown fair trade goods is 
laudable, but if you can't afford to do so, it's not 
economically sustainable. Likewise, spending millions 
of dollars on wetland and wildlife conservation will 
benefit the species that live in these protected areas, 
but if we don't have any resources to feed our own 
people then we're not being socially sustainable.



Practice



Question

The article gives the 1987 definition of sustainability as “meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.” In your own words, what does 
this mean?



Debate

• Prompt: Suppose you are the governor of Minnesota. A company in 
Northern Minnesota demands that you help decide what to do near 
the Boundary Waters. Some people want new underground mines to 
be approved, so that miners in the north can have good jobs. Other 
people are concerned about the safety of the water and the 
environment and thinks the state should promote tourism- type jobs 
instead.
• Would you approve new mines or ban them in the Boundary Waters 

region? In your decision, try to balance all aspects of sustainability 
(people, economy, environment).



EXTRA SLIDES ON MAPS / GEOGRAPHY



Which states do you know?



Saint Paul
Washington      DC



Understanding Maps and 
Graphs



Discuss
• Where have you seen maps before?

• How helpful are maps to you? Do you follow directions 
better if you have a written route, or a route on a map?



Physical Map



Map of Average Temperature



Map of Average Precipitation



Map of Population Disbursement













Discuss
•What have you learned about how to gather 
information from maps?
•How are maps useful for conveying information?
•What other topics might you be able to discuss 
by using information from a graph?



Physical geography is the study of natural features and 
phenomena on the planet's surface and our interactions 
with them. These features include vegetation, climate, the 
local water cycle, and land formations. Geography doesn't 
just determine whether humans can live in a certain area or 
not, it also determines people's lifestyles, as they adapt to 
the available food and climate patterns. As humans have 
migrated across the planet, they have had to adapt to all the 
changing conditions they were exposed to.

Physical Geography



How does the physical geography 
of a place affect human life?



Land Formation

Land formation is the physical shape of an area and the 
several processes that help form that shape. One process that 
makes a big impact is plate tectonics: the movements of 
crustal plates on the Earth's surface. These plates are 
constantly sliding past and colliding into one another. Plate 
movements can affect the availability of water by disrupting 
rivers and they disturb land formations that humans have 
settled on, like an earthquake ravaging a major city. Animals 
hunted by humans for food can be displaced as well, forcing 
people to move to another area to survive.



Soil
Soil carries out several functions that profoundly impact human 
activity. Soil recycles nutrients, regulates water quality, sustains 
life, and provides structural support for buildings. Without healthy 
soil, a previously fertile area turns into a desert, making it difficult 
to sustain vegetation and prevent massive loss of life. Soil doesn't 
just provide for agriculture, it also helps modern life because it 
contains minerals. These minerals include ore, which contains 
metals used for electronics and peat used for heating. People may 
move temporarily to more fertile areas to provide for their 
families, especially if they live in poorer countries like Kenya.



Water Access
Water is purified by evaporation into the atmosphere, from 
where it falls back to land and the oceans through rainfall. All 
humans need water to survive, and depend on regular rainfall 
and other sources of clean water for drinking and agriculture. 
Water is found above, on, and under the ground. People tend 
to settle near bodies of water such as oceans, rivers, and lakes 
for easy access to large amounts of water. For example, nearly 
the entire population of Egypt is concentrated around the 
delta of the Nile River because the rest of the country is an 
arid desert.



Climate
Climate is the pattern of variation in temperature, humidity, 
and pressure over an area for long periods of time. There are 
several types of climates: tropical with high rainfall and 
temperatures over 18 degrees Celsius, dry, subtropical with 
mild winters, continental with cold winters, and polar. People 
have not only adjusted their clothing and housing based on 
temperature, but their bodies have also adapted. The Masai 
people have longer limbs that help them lose body heat in the 
warm climate of East Africa. Arctic-dwelling Inuit adapted by 
storing more body fat and increasing metabolic rates.
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Parts of Speech
Noun Adjectives Verbs Adverbs

car new walk slowly



Noun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb?

I The United 
States is big.

adjective



Noun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb?

I There are 
50 states in 

the U.S.
noun



Noun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb?

I Saint Paul is
the capital.

verb



Noun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb?

I Mexico 
borders the 

U.S.
verb



Noun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb?

I The river 
flows slowly.

adverb



Noun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb?

I Minnesota 
has a lot of 
squirrels.

verb



Noun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb?

I What is your 
favorite food? 

adjective



Many adjectives 
are often 
followed by the 
prepositions 
`about', `at', `by' 
and `for'. 



generous of

proud of

jealous of

engaged to

similar to

rude to

fond of

fond

delighted  by

short for



There are 
different 
endings to the 
adjectives we 
can use to 
describe 
feelings.











Talk about…

• Something that is interesting
• Something that is scary
• Someone who is friendly
• Something that is fun
• Something that is boring
• Someone who is famous
• Something that is delicious



One player acts as the “reader” and asks the other players 
to fill in the blanks with adjectives, nouns, exclamations, 
colors, adjectives, and more. These words are inserted into 
the blanks and then the story is read aloud to hilarious 
results. There are no winners or losers, only laughter.







GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENT
LEVEL 3





THINK AND DISCUSS

¡What types of pollution do you worry about?

¡How can you save energy in the summer? winter?

¡What are some other ways that people can conserve 
energy or prevent pollution?

¡What types of things do you recycle?



VOCABULARY



1 2 3

4 5 6 7

1 2 3

4 5 6 7







Green Issues:
complete the sentences with

the correct word from the box

artificial      concrete       crops   
energy    environment     factory 
free range     fuel           organic   
pesticides     polluted     traffic        
public transport    veal     wildlife

wildlife

concrete

environment

artificial

organic

free range

crops pesticides

factory



Green Issues:
complete the sentences with

the correct word from the box

artificial      concrete       crops   
energy    environment     factory 
free range     fuel           organic   
pesticides     polluted     traffic        
public transport    veal     wildlife

veal

energy

traffic
public transport

fuel

polluted



READING: AIR POLLUTION CAUSING MAJOR REDUCTION IN 
INTELLIGENCE, STUDY SUGGESTS

¡ Warm-up: how do these things affect people’s intelligence?



In addition to having a deadly impact on people’s physical 
health, air pollution is now also believed to be responsible for a 
profound reduction in intelligence, a new study indicates.

Chronic exposure to airborne particulate matter appears to 
cause significant falls in test scores for both language and 
arithmetic, with average results equating the impact of poisonous 
air to losing a year’s worth of education.

The research was carried out in China, but is relevant around the 
globe, as over 91 per cent of the planet’s population live in 
areas with dangerous air and is now the fourth-highest cause of 
deaths worldwide, according to the World Health Organization.



The Chinese study, published in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, took place over four years 
and analized verbal and arithmetic tests taken by 20,000 
people of all ages.

The results indicate prolonged exposure to poor air 
appears to cause a degradation of cognition which 
worsens with advancing age.

Pollution also increases the risk of degenerative diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia, the study 
suggests.

http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2018/08/21/1809474115


“Polluted air may impede cognitive ability as people 
become older, especially for less educated men,” the 
authors say.

“The damage on the aging brain by air pollution 
likely imposes substantial health and economic costs, 
considering that cognitive functioning is critical for the 
elderly for both running daily errands and making 
high-stake decisions.”



The negative effects of pollution appeared to have a more pronounced 
effect on people’s verbal abilities, which the authors hypothesize is due to 
pollution having a stronger effect on parts of the brain necessary for verbal 
tests.

The combined effects of ambient and household air pollution cause about 7 
million premature deaths across the planet each year, largely as a result of 
increased mortality from stroke, heart disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease, lung cancer and acute respiratory infections the WHO estimates. 
Earlier this year a major study by researchers from Stanford University and 
the University of California suggested almost a quarter of child deaths in 
sub-Saharan Africa could be prevented by improving air quality.



DISCUSSION
¡ What images are in your mind when you hear the word ‘pollution’? 

¡ What is the air quality like where you live? 

¡ What problems does air pollution cause? 

¡ What causes air pollution? 

¡ What 'concrete measures' can governments take to cut air pollution?

¡ How would society change if people became less intelligent? 

¡ How worried are you about air pollution? 



ROLE-PLAY

¡What do you think is the best thing for 
improving cognitive performance: sleep, 
exercise, diet or exam success? Tell the others 
three reasons why. Tell them what is wrong with 
their ideas. 



TYPES OF POLLUTION



POLLUTION VERBS

disrupts

declining
endanger

contaminate
degrades

exhaust


