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What did you do 
last weekend?



This week the topic is…



This week’s reading on GogyUp:

Read by Thursday!



GOGYUP READER

Create a PROFILE to 
save your progress.

Search for GOGYUP READER
on your phone’s app store.

Download it.  

No phone or tablet? No 
problem!

Use GogyUp on a computer! 

Visit: gogyup.com/webapp

Enter the INVITE CODE for 
your class. 

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3

Level1: clues1 Level 2: clues2
Level 3: clues3

Need help?

Text or call:

612-460-5358



¿Qué palabras en
inglés crees que son 
confusas para leer?

Envíe su respuesta por 
mensaje de texto al 
612 - 460 - 5358.

¡Gracias!

What English words do you 
think are confusing to read?  

Please text your answer to 612 
- 460 - 5358.

Thank you!



Where are you from?



DESCRIBE YOUR CITY IN 

THREE WORDS…



Why did you come to the 
U.S.?

Did you come alone or 
with family?



“The things I like most 
about the U.S. are…”

Complete the sentence:



“The things I like least about 
the U.S. are…”

Complete the sentence:



“The things I miss about my
country are…”

Complete the sentence:



“The hardest thing about
living in the U.S. is…”

Complete the sentence:



“The easiest thing about
living in the U.S. is…”

Complete the sentence:



What is/was it like looking

for a job in the U.S.?

An apartment/house?



When was the last elec3on in 
your country, state/province, 

or city?



What system of government 
does your country have?



• Are you interested in politics?
• Why do you think people go into politics?
• In your opinion, what kind of personal 

characteristics should a good politician 
have?





Do you have any (good) 

news to share?
(Personal or not)
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WHAT DO YOU THINK OF WHEN YOU HEAR THE WORD  GOVERNMENT?



What system of government 
does your country have? 



























You will be working to create 
a fic22ous country’s 

government. You will create 
a government structure, 
rule/laws, symbols, and 
describe the role of the 

ci2zens for your country. 



Requirements:
• Government Structure: Create a structure that showcases the 

governmental leaders and how decisions are made. This may or may 
not include different branches of government.
• Role of the Ci>zens: Determine the rights and responsibili>es of your 

ci>zens. How do ci>zens par>cipate in the government and do they 
have any du>es?
• Laws/Rules: What are your top 6 laws/rules that will serve your 

people?
• Symbols: What symbolizes your country? Sketch images of your 

country’s flag and symbol and explain their meaning.



Government Structure:
•Who is in charge? How do they get power? How 
is power divided (or not)? Who makes laws, 
declares war, commands the army, collects taxes, 
makes legal (court) decisions, etc.?



Role of the Citizens:
• Ideas: What does a ciIzen of your country do? 
Do they vote, do they serve in the military, to 
they make laws, do they parIcipate in legal 
(court) decisions, etc.?



Laws/Rules:
•Make a list of the 6 most important laws/rules for your 

country.
• 1.
• 2.
• 3.
• 4.
• 5.
• 6.



Symbols:
•What does your country’s flag look 
like? What is your symbol? Why?
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Compare and Contrast
COMPARE = find similarities 
CONTRAST= find differences 



Butterflies and Bees
Butterflies and bees have many things in common. They are both 
insects that live all over the world. Another similarity is that they both 
have four wings. Their wings are very different though. Butterflies 
have brightly colored wings and bee’s wings are transparent. Bees 
live in large group called colonies. Butterflies do not. They often 
travel by themselves. Butterflies and bees are also similar because 
they both feed from the nectar from flowers. 

insects



Sort the words below into their 
corresponding columns:

however     like as     despite   similarly    but
even though    whereas     both    on the other hand

SIMILARITIES DIFFERENCES



Choose the correct linking word to 
complete each sentence



She tried hard to make her 
parents proud _________ 

(but/likewise) they were 
never impressed.

but



The actor’s performance is 
supposed to be great ______ 

(even though/likewise) I don’t 
like him.

even though



______ (Unlike/like) many 
other countries, the USA has 

many lakes and rivers.  

Unlike



This house, ________ 
(like/whereas) our older one, 

has a large swimming pool.

like



It would be fun to go on 
vacation now, ______________ 
(as opposed to/even though) 

going next year. 

as opposed to



She tried hard to make her 
parents proud _________ 

(but/likewise) they were 
never impressed.

but



Minnesota is known for its 
hot dishes, ________ 

(despite/whereas) Wisconsin 
is famous for its cheese.

whereas



Both arguments are equally 
valid, ____ (but/instead) one is 

stronger than the other. 
but



Complete the sentences!



Compare and Contrast Topics



Which level of government can 
declare war? 

Is it permissible for a state to make 
money? 

What would be a good summary 
for this Venn diagram?

Does the Venn diagram support 
this statement, “Only the federal 
government can declare war.”?

Based on the Venn diagram, would 
the federal government set the 
speed limit for the street where you 
live? 

One of the powers that both 
governments have is to “make and 
enforce laws.” Would both 
governments make and enforce the 
same types of laws? Explain



Activity:
Expressing opinions about 
government policies



Useful Expressions:
• In my (honest) opinion…
• It is my belief that…
• From my experience…
• From where I look at it…
• From my point of view…
• I think that…
• I feel that…



Attitudes about government and politics

• Which of the following policies is most likely to cause 
tension among citizens?

a) Mandating all public schools have English-language 
programs

b) Increasing funding for school lunch programs
c) Increasing environmental regulations
d) Criminalizing the use of recreational drugs like marijuana



ANSWER: Criminalizing the use of recreational 
drugs like marijuana
People who support the criminalization of 
recreational drugs argue that the government 
should apply the body of law to all citizens. Those 
who argue against the criminalization of 
recreational drugs argue that it violates an 
individual’s right to choose to use drugs.



Attitudes about government and politics

• Which of the following policies is most likely to cause tension 
between among citizens?

a) Criminalizing speech that is considered racist on social media
b) Banning religious prayer in public schools
c) Passing laws that require that voters use a state-issued 

identification card
d) Implementing a corporate policy that places women in 

leadership roles



ANSWER: Banning religious prayer in public 
schools
People who support religious prayer in public 
schools argue that each individual person should 
have the right to exercise their religion in a public 
school. Those who support banning religious 
prayer in public schools argue that a limited 
government should not establish or endorse a 
religion.



Attitudes about government and politics

• Which of the following policies is most likely to cause 
tension between among citizens?

a) Increasing funding to the Arts
b) Collecting data from cell phones
c) Expelling undocumented US residents from the country
d) Raising the minimum wage to $15



ANSWER: Expelling undocumented US 
residents from the country
•People who support federal agencies expelling 
undocumented US residents from the country 
argue that federal laws should apply to the 
entire nation. Those who argue against expelling 
undocumented US residents argue that it 
unnecessarily expands the role of the federal 
government and should be a state issue.
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Thank you!



•What are your goals for today?
•For this week?
•Month?
•Year?



COMMUNITY:
•What is community? What are the problems in your 

community? What are some solutions?

PROBLEMS SOLUTIONS
dirty streets neighborhood cleanup



Citizenship



flag

What does your 
country’s flag 

look like?

stars

stripes



citizens



passport

Why do you 
need a 

passport?



presidents

Who is the 
current 

president?



freedom

What are 
you free to 

do?



rights

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

What is she 
doing?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elections_in_Finland
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


White House

Who lives 
here?



(civil) war 

Why do 
people fight 

in wars?



Citizenship

voting



The Test!
• 100 civics (history and government) questions 
• You will be asked up to 10 questions from the 

list of 100 questions
• You must answer correctly 6 of the 10 

questions to pass the civics test. 
• Reading and writing  sections



Citizenship Test:

1. What is the name of the President of the United States?
2. Who was the first president of the United States?
3. What are the two major political parties in the United States?
4. What is the political party of the president?
5. How many stars are there in the American flag?
6. How many bars are there in the American flag?
7. Name one problem that led to the Civil War?
8. What was one thing that President Abraham Lincoln did?
9. What did Martin Luther King, Jr. do?
10. What are the three powers in the US Government?
11. What is the Executive power?



Example Questions



• https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Offi
ce%20of%20Citizenship/Citizenship%20Resource%2
0Center%20Site/Publications/PDFs/M-638_red.pdf

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Office%20of%20Citizenship/Citizenship%20Resource%20Center%20Site/Publications/PDFs/M-638_red.pdf


This week’s reading on GogyUp:



Discuss
•Are you a US citizen? Do you want to be one?
•What are your rights as a citizen?
•How can you be a citizen?
•What do you need to know?



Ci<zenship is all about rights and responsibili<es. A 
ci<zen is a person who is a full member of a 
country. Ci<zens have rights that are given by the 
country's government. For example, a ci<zen has 
the right to be protected by a country's laws. In 
return, ci<zens have responsibili<es, or du<es, that 
they owe to the country. One of the most 
important du<es is being loyal to the country. 



Citizenship is not the same as nationality. A 
person's nationality tells which country that 
person is from. A person can be from a country 
without being a citizen of that country, though. 
The person might have gained citizenship in 
another country. Or, they might have lost their 
citizenship. People who live in a country but are 
not citizens or nationals of that country are called 
aliens.



How To Become A 
Citizen

Each country sets its own rules for 
citizenship. Many countries have 
set up four ways to become a 
citizen. The first way is to be born 
in the country. The second is to 
have a mother or father who is a 
citizen. The third is to marry a 
citizen. The fourth way is to go 
through certain steps to become a 
citizen of a country. That process is 
called naturalization.



Naturalization allows someone born in one 
country to become a citizen of another country. 
Naturalization laws are different in every country. 
Usually, people must have lived in the new 
country for several years. They usually must speak 
the country's language. They might have to pass a 
test about the country's laws and history. Often, 
they must promise to be loyal to the country. 
They swear that they will live by the country's 
laws.



Citizens Have Rights and Duties
Citizens have certain rights. Some countries give 
their citizens more or different rights than other 
countries. Citizens usually have the right to vote. 
They often have the right to be elected to 
government jobs, too. Other rights may include 
the right to follow any religion they choose and 
the right to speak freely.



Citizens also have duties. Voting is a right. Yet it is also a 
duty. Citizens must vote to make sure that their 
government works for the good of its citizens. Citizens 
also might have the duty to serve on a jury during a 
trial in court. Some countries also make serving in the 
military a duty of all citizens. Non-citizens might have 
some of the same rights as citizens. But those rights are 
limited. For example, they usually cannot vote or serve 
in the government. Non-citizens also have some of the 
same duties as citizens. For one thing, they must obey 
the country's laws. For another, they often must pay 
taxes.



Ci2zenship Can Be Lost
Losing citizenship is possible, but it does not happen often. 
It only happens in special cases. There are a few ways that 
people can lose their citizenship. One way is to become a 
citizen of a different country. Another way is to show loyalty 
to another country. An example of this would be serving in 
another country's military. Naturalized citizens who commit 
serious crimes might lose their citizenship as well. Those 
who lose their citizenship can end up as citizens of no 
country. Then they are called stateless persons.
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