
Pronunciation
Week 10 – Neighborhood & City
Sentence Stress



Today is 
Friday, August 

9th, 2024



• Last Day of Classes: 
Thursday, August 15

• Party at CLUES St. Paul: 
Saturday, August 17
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Important Dates



• Fall Classes :
September 16-December19

Important Dates





Today's 
Objectives
• Count syllables of words
• Syllable stress in words
• Word stress in a sentence



Match the words on the left to the correct meanings on the right.



How many syllables do you hear? 
Show me with your fingers or clap the number. 

Clap

Count

Word Syllables
apartment
neighborhood
rent
manager
landlord



How many syllables do you hear? 
Show me with your fingers or clap the number. 

Clap

Count

Word Syllables
maintenance
bedroom
bathroom
parking
laundry



How many syllables do you hear? 
Show me with your fingers or clap the number. 

Clap

Count

Word Syllables
utilities
kitchen
air
conditioning
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Sort the words into groups by stress pattern
Apartment
Neighborhood
Rent

Expensive
Manager

Landlord
Maintenance
Bedroom

Bathroom
Parking
Laundry

Utilities
Kitchen
Air 
Conditioning

COLUMN A B C D E F



Word Stress in a Sentence

Sentences
1. I love this apartment.

2. I love this apartment.

3. I love this apartment.

4. I love this apartment.

Sentence meaning can change based on what the speaker emphasizes

Meaning
1. I love this apartment. Maybe you don't love this 

apartment, but I love it.

2. I don't just like this apartment, I love it!

3. I love this specific apartment. I don't love the other 
apartment(s).

4. I love the apartment, but I don't love something 
else (the neighborhood, the price, the landlord).



Problem: Bathroom

Question:
A. What's wrong with the bathroom?

B.  Which bathroom is dirty?

C. What's dirty?

Answer:
A. This bathroom is dirty.

B. The bathroom is dirty.

C. The bathroom is dirty.



Problem: Air Conditioning

Question:
A. Is the air conditioner working?

B.  What isn't working?

Answer:
A. The air conditioner isn't working.

B. The air conditioner isn't working.



Problem: Refrigerator / Fridge

Question:
A. The milk is hot. Is the fridge 

working?

B.  What's not working?

C. I didn't hear you. The fridge isn't 
what?

Answer:
A. The fridge isn't working.

B. The fridge isn't working.

C. The fridge isn't working.



Problem: Dishwasher

Question:
A. What's the matter with the 

dishwasher?

B. What's broken?

C. Are you sure the dishwasher is 
broken?

Answer:
A. The dishwasher is broken.

B. The dishwasher is broken.

C. The dishwasher is broken.



Talking to a Landlord



ASKING THE LANDLORD ABOUT FIXING A PROBLEM

A: I'm having a ___________.

B: What's the problem?

A: A _______ burst in my wall.

B: Is the pipe causing any water __________?

A: The water is causing _________.

problem

pipe

damage

mildew



B: I can come fix the pipe sometime ____________.

A: Can I just call __________ myself to fix it?

B: I don't think that would be a good idea.

A: You won't do it until tomorrow.

B: I guess you have a ________.

A: So, I can call someone to fix it?

B: Go right ________.

tomorrow

someone

point

ahead



Break Time

Class will start again at....11:10



Write/Say the 
Next Line

Is the sink leaking?



Write/Say the 
Next Line

What's wrong with the 
toilet?



Write/Say the 
Next Line

Is the plumber coming 
to fix the toilet today?



Write/Say the 
Next Line

Who is coming to fix the 
toilet tomorrow?



Write/Say the 
Next Line

Is this apartment 
expensive?



Create a Dialogue

You have a problem in your home. 
You call a professional to fix the 
problem.

The professional is in your home right 
now.

Write the dialogue between you and 
the professional.

• Apartment
• Neighborhood
• Rent
• Expensive
• Manager
• Landlord
• Maintenance

• Bedroom
• Bathroom
• Parking
• Laundry
• Utilities
• Kitchen
• Air conditioning




