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http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/w2frm.htm



• Eyewitness #1
•What is her name?

•What is her background (who is she/ where is she from)?

• How does she feel about the events (what is her viewpoint)?





• Eyewitness #2
•What is her name?

•What is her background (who is she/ where is she from)?

• How does she feel about the events (what is her viewpoint)?





• Eyewitness #2
•What is his name?

•What is his background (who is he/ where is he from)?

• How does he feel about the events (what is his viewpoint)?





How has 
immigration defined 
the United States?





What are some factors that push people 
to migrate from one country to 

another?

What are some pull factors that draw 
someone to a new country?





How did US immigration law 
affect people hoping to 

emigrate to theUnited States 
pre- and post-WWII?













Post-War Years
Providing Humanitarian Relief:

Many Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
programs in the 1940s and 1950s addressed individuals 
affected by conditions in postwar Europe. The 
Displaced Persons Act of 1948 and Refugee Relief Act of 
1953 allowed for admission of many refugees displaced 
by the war and unable to come to the United States 
under regular immigration procedures.



The Bracero Program:

The World War II temporary worker program continued 
after the war under a 1951 formal agreement between 
Mexico and the United States. The Mexican Agricultural 
Labor Program (“MALP”), commonly called the 
“Bracero Program,” matched seasonal agricultural 
workers from Mexico with approved American 
employers. Between 1951 and 1964, hundreds of 
thousands of braceros entered the country each year as 
non-immigrant laborers.



Braceros



Enforcing Immigration Law
By the mid-1950s, INS enforcement activities focused on two 
areas of national concern. Public alarm over 
undocumented residents and working in the United States 
caused the Service to strengthen border controls and launch 
targeted deportation programs including the controversial 
"Operation Wetback," a 1954 Mexican Border enforcement 
initiative. Additional worry over criminal activity within the 
country prompted INS investigation and deportation of 
communists, subversives, and organized crime figures.



Reforming Immigration Policy

Congress re-codified and combined all previous 
immigration and naturalization law into the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) of 1952. The 
1952 law removed all racial barriers to immigration and 
naturalization and granted the same preference to 
husbands as it did to wives of American citizens. 
However, the INA retained the national origins quotas.



The Dream Act
The first version of the Development, Relief, and Education for 
Alien Minors (DREAM) Act was introduced in 2001. In part 
because of the publicity around that bill, young 
undocumented immigrants have been referred to as 
“Dreamers.” Over the last 20 years, at least 11 versions of the 
Dream Act have been introduced in Congress. While the 
various versions of the bill have contained some key 
differences, they all would have provided a pathway to legal 
status for undocumented people who came to this country as 
children.



What is DACA?



In June 2012, the Obama Administration issued an executive order 
— Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)–creating a 
pathway to citizenship to persons who had arrived as children and 
had no choice in their unauthorized immigration. These people 
became known as DREAMers, after the reform bill that Congress 
failed to pass titled the Development, Relief, and Education for 
Alien Minors (DREAM) Act. To qualify for DACA, applicants were 
required to have arrived before the age of 16, could not be older 
than 30 when the program was introduced, and have no criminal 
records. If accepted after passing a background check, DACA 
recipients gained renewable two-year permits to work and study.





How has immigration 
impacted your life?



Homework!
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