
Week 7



Why is it 
important to 
determine an 
author’s 
purpose and 
point of view?

• Determining the author’s 
purpose and the point of view 
of a text can help us deepen our 
understanding of what we read 
and read with a critical lens. 
These are lifelong skills we need 
when critically analyzing text to 
distinguish different 
perspectives and/or determine 
propaganda.



Key Vocabulary

point of view- perspective from which the text is told

author’s purpose- the reason an author writes something

inform- to teach, give facts

entertain- to enjoy, for pleasure, usually a story

persuade- to convince someone

express- feelings



Point of View
Nonfiction texts are written from different points of 
view – the perspectives and purposes with which an 
author writes a particular piece. You can determine an 
author’s point of view on the basis of clues from the 
text, such as details that point out what the author 
likes or dislikes; vocabulary, particularly adjectives and 
words with strong impact; and the author’s interest or 
background. Also, the magazine, newspaper, or 
Internet site may reveal something about the author’s 
political or other views. 









Persuade
• When do we write to persuade?
• Texts written to change your thinking, spend money, support a cause, 

or offer a solution to a problem

• Examples:
• Advertisements/commerciales
• Political speeches
• Church sermons/literature
• Opinion editorials
• Movie/book reviews



Inform
• When do we write to inform?
• Texts written to give information or describe something. Authors use 

facts and reasons to get the point across. 

• Examples:
• News articles
• Information brochures
• Encyclopedias
• Schedules, charts, instructions



Entertain
• When do we write to entertain?
• Texts written to interest the reader, or appeal to emotions such as 

pleasure, sadness, anger or humor. 

• Examples:
• Fiction books or stories
• Plays/movies
• Comic strips
• Video games
• Sports articles 



Compare
• When do we write to compare?
• Texts written to examine two or more things that are alike or 

different. Can have a secondary purpose to either inform or persuade. 

• Examples:
• Comparison essays
• Political analysis
• Consumer or product reports



Express
• When do we write to express?
• Texts written to share a writer’s feelings or express opinions. 

• Examples:
• Poetry
• Songs
• Blogs
• Love letters
• Journals/diaries
• Letters to the editor



Practice
Identify the author’s purpose in the following texts

















Guided Practice: Point of View/Purpose

• Read the following passages from beginning to end. Then, read and 
answer the questions in the strategies column. 
• (see PDFs)



Homework: PLATO

Week 7



Thank you for coming to class! 

Remember:

•GED: Mondays (Writing Lab) and Tuesdays – 10am-12pm

• English – Wednesday, Thursday - 10am and/or 6pm

•Computer class: Friday - 10am


