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The Great Depression

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The 1920s had been characterized by exceptional 
economic growth, the development of a consumer 
society, an expansion of the middle class, and rapid 
social change. While many Americans revealed these 
“ballyhoo” years, ominous signs showed an impending 
financial catastrophe. The resulting depression—and 
the government and society’s response to it— revealed 
much about the American character, broke new ground 
in terms of social legislation and centralized control of 
the economy, and changed the way in which people 
conceptualized what the role of federal government 
should be—all legacies which persist to this day.



Many Americans were unable to eat regularly during 
the Depression years unless they could get a free 
meal from a charity soup kitchen or breadline. 
Gangster Al Capone funded the Chicago soup 
kitchen shown in this slide.
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03 REDUCTION IN 
PURCHASING 
ACROSS THE BOARD

With their investments worthless, their 
savings gone, and credit not available, 
spending by both consumers and 
companies practically stopped. As a 
result, large numbers of workers were 
laid off. As people lost their jobs, they 
were unable to continue paying for 
items they had bought through 
installment plans; repossessions and 
evictions were 
commonplace. The unemployment 
rate rose above 25 percent, which 
meant even less spending to help the 
economic situation.Unemployed men waiting in line for coffee and bread 

at a soup kitchen run by the Bahai Fellowship at 203 
East 9th Street, New York, circa 1930. 



AMERICAN ECONOMIC 
POLICY WITH EUROPE

As the Great Depression worsened, the 
government was forced to act. Promising to 
protect U.S. industry from 
overseas competition, Congress passed 
the Tariff Act of 1930, better known as 
the Smoot-Hawley Tariff. 
The law imposed extremely high tax rates 
on many imported goods. A number of other 
countries retaliated by imposing tariffs on U.S.-
made goods. As a result, world trade fell by 
two-thirds between 1929 and 1934.
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DROUGHT CONDITIONS

The economic devastation of the Great 
Depression was worsened by environmental 
destruction. A years-
long drought combined with bad farming 
practices created a vast region in the Central 
U.S. that came to be called the Dust 
Bowl. There were massive dust storms that 
killed crops and livestock, sickened people, and 
caused millions of dollars in damage. 
Thousands fled the region as the economy 
collapsed, something John Steinbeck wrote 
about in his masterpiece novel "The Grapes of 
Wrath." It would be many years before the 
region's environment recovered.
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Comprehension Question

1. When was the Great Depression?

2. Where did it take place?

3. What are the five reasons the author lists as causes of the Great 
Depression?



4. Define the following terms:
• “Black Tuesday”:

• Bank Runs:

• Unemployment Rate:

• Tariff:

• Drought:



What Was World War 2?



Essential 
Questions

How and why does a nation decide to go to war? 

How do wars shape alliances and contribute to 
national identities?

What are indicators that a war has ended? For 
example, in World War II, how did everyone know 
the war was over? 

Could a war such as World War II occur again? 
How and why?



World War 2 (commonly abbreviated: 
WWII) was the deadliest war in human 
history- in total, around 70 million 
people were killed. It was called a 
“world war” because most of the 
countries in the world were involved in 
some way, and “2” because there had 
already been a First World War about 
20 years earlier.



WWII was fought between an alliance 
known as the Axis Powers 
(including Germany, Italy, and Japan) and 
another group known as the Allied 
Powers (including the United States, 
Britain, France, and the Soviet Union). 
The Axis countries all supported fascism 
(dictatorship), while the Allies were a mix 
of democracies and communist 
governments.



There were many causes of WWII, but 
the war started after Axis countries 
began expanding their territory by 
attacking neighboring countries, and 
the Allies joined together as a defense 
against the Axis.





Economic Conditions 
That Helped Cause 

World War II





Timeline Activity: name the events of WWII













http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/w2frm.htm



• Eyewitness #1
•What is her name?

•What is her background (who is she/ where is she from)?

• How does she feel about the events (what is her viewpoint)?





• Eyewitness #2
•What is her name?

•What is her background (who is she/ where is she from)?

• How does she feel about the events (what is her viewpoint)?





• Eyewitness #2
•What is his name?

•What is his background (who is he/ where is he from)?

• How does he feel about the events (what is his viewpoint)?



Homework!

Week 7


