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What does 
democracy 
mean to you?

Why does 
voting matter?



Women’s Rights and the 19th Amendment

A 1915 illustration by Henry Mayer, titled “The Awakening,” suggested the geographical force behind the suffrage movement.



What do you know 
about the women’s 

suffrage movement in 
the United States?



In the left column, write down everything you think you know about how women 
won the right to vote, whether ideas, facts, names, places or anything else.

If you’re not sure where to start, here are some prompts to get you thinking:
• What period in history did the movement take place in? What was the social and cultural climate of the United States at 

that time?
• How and why did the movement begin?
• Who were some of the key figures in the movement?
• What strategies did suffragists use to fight for their right to vote?
• When did women get the right to vote?

Then, in the middle column, write down what you want to know about the suffrage movement.









In 1913, more than 5,000 suffragists from around the country 
paraded down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington D.C.  

















“Suffragists weren’t given the 
right to vote; they won it.”

What do you think about this statement?



Strategies used by suffragists
•#1: Protest
Organized protest did not become a main tool of the 
movement the , but some suffragists were performing acts 
of civil disobedience well before Paul or Burns entered the 
picture . In1872, Susan B.Anthony , pictured circa 1850, 
was arrested in Rochester , N.Y., for voting. She channeled 
her indignation into a speech the following year: It is 
downright mockery to talk to women of their enjoyment of 
the blessings of liberty while they are denied the use of 
the only means of securing them provided by this 
democratic republican government .”



In 1913, the day before President Woodrow Wilson's inauguration , thousands of suffragists descended 
on Washington for the Woman Suffrage Procession , organized by Paul and Burns for NAWSA . Inez 
Milholland , a 26-year-old suffragist, led the parade on horseback .



Strategies used by suffragists
•#2: Media
The Congressional Union for Woman Suffrage, which 
would become the N.W.P., put out a weekly journal , 
The Suffragist, to advertise its activities and recruit 
people to the cause . The publication ran from 1913 
to 1921 and was staffed by women such as Frances 
Pepper and Elizabeth Smith , pictured in the 
newsroom in 1916. During the Silent Sentinel pickets, 
The Suffragist exposed the ill-treatment of imprisoned 
protesters .



Elizabeth Smith , pictured in the newsroom in 1916



#3: Publicity Stunts



This cookbook , sold as a fund-raiser at 
an 1886 suffrage festival in Boston, 
contained “ thoroughly tested and 
reliable recipes for cooking, directions 
for the care of the sick and practical 
suggestions.” In the preface, its editor, 
Hattie A. Burr, wrote that she hoped it 
would “ go forth a blessing to 
housekeepers, and an advocate for the 
elevation and enfranchisement of 
woman . "



A 1900 Valentine's Day 
card, spreading love and 
women's equality



#4: Cartoons
Cartoonists used the 
press to battle anti-
suffrage stereotypes and 
create a new image for 
the movement to 
enfranchise women.







#4: Photographs
Photographs of generations of Black 

suffragists offer invaluable documents 
about their thwarted and central roles 

in the history of women’s rights.



Consider an image of the Black 
suffragist Nannie Helen 
Burroughs, a leader of the 
Women's Convention ofthe
National Baptist Convention, 
who exemplified the crucial role 
of Black women's organizing 
work in the Black church around 
the turn of the century.



”This is part of the untold legacy of the racial bias in the 
journey toward women’s suffrage: The uses of 
photography by Black women in the battle for the right 
to vote offered this country an indispensable lens on 
itself. Frederick Douglass knew that the civic and moral 
imagination in the United States was dependent on 
images. The history of Black suffragists shows us that 
looking is our collective work.”

Text and images from: For Black Suffragists, the Lens Was a Mighty Sword by Sarah Elizabeth Lewis



The commanding portrait of Sarah Parker Remond, 
part of the early generation of Black suffragists , 
testifies to how photographs operate to challenge 
being denied access to public spaces. In this 
portrait, circa 1895, taken slightly from below, and 
empty save a column base, her immaculately 
fashioned figure appears fully gathered. Remond, 
who is thought to be the only Black woman to sign 
the first women's suffrage petition in Britain in 
1866 and whose prominence grew when she 
contested her forcible ejection after she refused 
segregated seating to attend an opera in Boston in 
1853, sits with her hands on her lap, both a subject 
inviting the gaze and entitled to space .



Reflection Questions

•What symbols, slogans, themes and imagery did suffragists 
use to garner support for their cause? How effective were 
these devices?
•What do you think is meant by the statement: “Suffragists 

weren’t given the right to vote; they won it”? What evidence 
in the primary sources you’ve seen supports this claim?
•Many tools of protest that activists use today were honed by 

the suffragists. Which of these strategies and tools do you 
see activists using in political movements across the country 
and around the world today?



Homework!

Week 6


