
Week 3



REVIEW: Reading Strategies
• “Contrasts and Contradictions”: what do these words mean?
• Example scenario:
• Mary is ALWAYS on time for class and never misses a day. In fact, 

she usually arrives at least 30 minutes early each day with a huge 
smile on her face. On Tuesday, Mary didn’t show up to class. She 
was 15 minutes late on Wednesday and looked very depressed.

• Would you be concerned about Mary? Why or why not?



#1. Contrasts and Contradictions

•Definition: The character acts in a way that is 
contradictory or unexpected given how he or she 
usually acts. 
• Text Clue: Author shows feelings or actions the reader 

hasn’t seen before or doesn’t expect. 
•Question: Why would the character act this way?



#2. Aha Moment

•What does it mean to have a “aha moment”?
•Have you ever had a “aha moment”?
•Definition: The character realizes or starts to realize 

something that changes his or her actions or thinking.
• Text Clue: Characters say “I realized” or “I suddenly 

knew” or “Now I know why…” 
•Question: What might the character do now?



#3. Tough Questions

•What is a tough question? Is there a difference 
between a clarification question and tough question?
• Tough Questions:
•What is my role in my family? 
•What is my responsibility to my children?
• Should the United States go to war with _________ ?
•Will this penny shatter if I drop it from a height of 1000 

feet?



#3. Tough Questions

• Clarification Questions:
• What is the title of the book?
• How do I get to the bank from here?
• Does red or blue look better with my hair?

• Definition: Character asks a tough question that reveals his or 
her concerns (inner conflict). 
• Text Clue: Character asks self or another a difficult question. 
• Question: What does this question make me wonder about? 

What does it tell me about the character?



#4. Words of the Wiser

•What constitutes a wise person? Is it important to 
listen to wise people?
•Definition: An older character (mentor, advisor, 

parent, etc.) gives advice or an insight to the main 
character.
• Text Clue: A wiser, often older, character offers a life 

lesson, usually in a quiet moment.
•Question: What is important about that message?



#5. Again and Again

•What do you think this refers to?
• Examples: 
• An author may use similar words like large, big, huge, etc. 

when describing the same thing at different points in the 
story. 
• An author may repeat the same word or idea A LOT. 
• You may see examples of “Again and Again” in history: 

patterns of war, reasons for war, crimes that occur 
frequently, etc.



#5. Again and Again

•Definition: The author keeps bringing up the 
same image, phrase, or inference. 
•Text Clue: A repeated image, phrase, or 
reference. 
•Question: Why do you think the author brings 
this idea up again and again?



#5. Memory Moment

•What is a flashback?
•Have you ever been doing one thing, and then 

suddenly reminded of something that already 
happened? 
•Definition: The author interrupts the flow of the 

story by letting the character remember something.
•Text Clue: “I suddenly remember…”; “I 

remember…”; or “Thinking back…”
Question: Why might this memory be important?



REVIEW: Tips for reading short stories











Throughout history fables have been a popular method of giving instruction. 
Fables contain a short narrative that seeks to illustrate a hidden message. 
Generally, fables use animals or objects as part of the narrative yet the message 
is designed to apply to humans. By doing this, the fabulist is not perceived as the 
teacher and this reduces any bias the listeners might have against the person. 
The most famous fabulist would be Aesop who most date around 620 B.C. Many 
fables are attributed to Aesop, but it’s unclear how many he actually wrote; 
indeed, his historical existence as a person is under question.



The Sparrow and the Peacock

A Sparrow was walking around a yard where Peacocks used to live. 
While he was walking there, he found a number of feathers that had 
fallen from the Peacocks when they were molting. The Sparrow tied the 
feathers all to his tail and strutted down towards a group of Peacocks. 
When the Sparrow came near them, the Peacocks soon discovered his 
lie. The Peacocks strode up to him and pecked and plucked away his 
borrowed plumes. So, the Sparrow could do nothing except go back to 
the other Sparrows, who had watched his behavior from a distance. 
However, they were also annoyed with him, and said: 

"It is not only fine feathers that make fine birds."



• What is the theme of “The Sparrow and 
the Peacock?” What parts of the story 
help to show us that the moral is true?
• Try to rewrite the theme in your own 

words and in a way that is easy to 
understand.
• Do you believe that the moral of the 

story is true for your own life? Why or 
why not? Try to use personal examples 
to support what you say.

Questions



What is 
theme?

















Identify Theme





The Miser and His Gold



A Miser buried his gold in a secret place in his 
garden. Every day he went to the spot, dug up the 
treasure and counted it piece by piece to make 
sure it was all there. He made so many trips that a 
Thief, who had been observing him, guessed what 
it was the Miser had hidden. One night the thief 
quietly dug up the treasure and made off with it. 
When the Miser discovered his loss, he was 
overcome with grief and despair. He groaned and 
cried and tore his hair.



A passerby heard his cries and asked what had 
happened. "My gold! O my gold!" cried the Miser, 
wildly, "someone has robbed me!" "Your gold! There in 
that hole? Why did you put it there? Why did you not 
keep it in the house where you could easily get it when 
you had to buy things?" "Buy!" screamed the Miser 
angrily. "Why, I never touched the gold. I couldn't think 
of spending any of it." The stranger picked up a large 
stone and threw it into the hole. "If that is the case," he 
said, "cover up that stone. It is worth just as much to 
you as the treasure you lost!" 



Questions

1. What is the theme of “The Miser and His Gold”? What parts of the story 
help to show us that the moral is true?

2. Try to rewrite the theme in your own words and in a way that is easy to 
understand.

3. Do you believe that the moral of the story is true for your own life? Why 
or why not? Try to use personal examples to support what you say.

4. The author is sharing wisdom (“Words of the Wiser”) in this fable. What 
are we supposed to learn from his message? 

5. In a few sentences, provide a one-paragraph response with evidence 
from the text to answer the question from #4: What is the importance of 
the message in this fable?



The Wind and the Sun



The North Wind and the Sun had a quarrel about 
which of them was the stronger. While they were 
disputing with much heat and bluster, a Traveler 
passed along the road wrapped in a cloak. 
"Let us agree," said the Sun, "that he is the 
stronger who can strip that Traveler of his cloak.” 
"Very well," growled the North Wind, and at once 
sent a cold, howling blast against the Traveler.



With the first gust of wind the ends of the 
cloak whipped about the Traveler's body. But 
he immediately wrapped it closely around 
him, and the harder the Wind blew, the 
tighter he held it to him. The North Wind 
tore angrily at the cloak, but all his efforts 
were in vain.



Then the Sun began to shine. At first his beams 
were gentle, and in the pleasant warmth after the 
bitter cold of the North Wind, the Traveler 
unfastened his cloak and let it hang loosely from 
his shoulders. The Sun's rays grew warmer and 
warmer. The man took off his cap and mopped his 
brow. At last, he became so heated that he pulled 
off his cloak, and, to escape the blazing sunshine, 
threw himself down in the welcome shade of a 
tree by the roadside.



Questions

1. What is the theme of “The Wind and the Sun”? What parts of the story 
help to show us that the moral is true?

2. Try to rewrite the theme in your own words and in a way that is easy to 
understand.

3. Do you believe that the moral of the story is true for your own life? Why 
or why not? Try to use personal examples to support what you say.

4. The author is sharing wisdom (“Words of the Wiser”) in this fable. What 
are we supposed to learn from his message? 

5. In a few sentences, provide a one-paragraph response with evidence 
from the text to answer the question from #4: What is the importance of 
the message in this fable?



For more practice reading fables, click here: 
https://fablesofaesop.com/

https://fablesofaesop.com/


Make Inferences in 
Fiction







Draw Conclusions in 
Fiction







Homework: PLATO

Week 3



Thank you for coming to class! 

Remember:

•GED: Mondays (Writing Lab) and Tuesdays – 10am-12pm

• English – Wednesday, Thursday - 10am and/or 6pm

•Computer class: Friday - 10am


