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American Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence




Why do people fight in wars?

What factors contribute to war?

: What causes disagreements?
Essential

Questions When should one question authority?

Why is independence important?

What is the impact of war on society?



Causes of the
American Revolutionary War

* The American Revolutionary War was a
war fought from 1775 to 1783 between
Great Britain and the 13 American
Colonies (who would later become the
United States). Before the Revolutionary
War, the Colonies had been a part of
Great Britain for around 150 years.




“No Taxation Without Representation”




The French and The Townshend
Indian War Acts

Key Events:

The Stamp Act



Although the 13 Colonies had
originally been founded by British
citizens, the relationship began to
become strained following

the French and Indian

War (France vs. Britain and the
Colonies). Britain and the
Colonies worked together to win,
but the war left the British Empire
in need of money, and so they
began to impose taxes on the
colonists. This made many people
unhappy and inspired protests.
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FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR
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MAP OF THE SCENE OF OPERATIONS.
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The Stamp Act required that
the colonists use paper from
London with a special stamp
on it. However, buying this
paper was very expensive.
The act (law) made people
very angry, because they
could not oppose it in the
government. They created
the phrase “No taxation
without representation!” to
argue that it was wrong for
Britain to tax the Colonies,
who had no representatives
in government.
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Parliament_Stamp_Act1765.jpg
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* The Townshend
Acts imposed new taxes

on the colonists a few
years later. These

new acts imposed taxes
on glass, lead, paint and
tea. Again, the colonists
protested. Furthermore,
the city of Boston
decided to stop importing
any British goods. The
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British responded by
sending more soldiers.
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Unrest in Boston

. 'f !
N el

» 0 :
c’ -'

WM L CE & s |
’ ﬁi - ., | o |

Key Events: The Boston Massacre (March 5, 1770)
The Boston Tea Party (December 16, 1773)



Boston, Massachusetts, was one
of the most politically active
cities in the 13 Colonies. Because
of unrest caused by the
Townshend Acts, Britain sent
many soldiers (known

as Redcoats, for their uniform) to
the city. On March 5, 1770, some
Bostonians were insulting and
throwing rocks at a group of
Redcoats. The soldiers
responded by firing into the
crowd, killing 5 people in what
would become known as

the Boston Massacre.
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Three years later, when
Britain tried to force
colonists to pay for
shipments of tea, a
group of Bostonians
wearing disguises went
onto the ship and threw
all of the tea into the
water. This protest, later
known as the Boston Tea
Party, angered Britain
greatly. They responded
with new acts.



The Colonies Begin to Unite
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JOIN, or DIE.

Key Events: The “Intolerable Acts” (1774)
The First Continental Congress (1774)



* The British government
passed a series of acts in
response to the Boston
Tea Party, which became

nown as the Intolerable
cts because they were so
arsh. The acts punished
oston and expanded
ritish control in the
colonies, and they were

greatly opposed.
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The colonists formed
the First Continental
Congress in response. It
included representatives
\ from the colonies,

who joined together to
XAV 2o oppose the Intolerable
s == Acts and to support
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WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 1908




War Breaks Out

Key Events: Lexington and Concord (April 19, 1775)
The Second Continental Congress (1775)
The Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776)



* By 1775, relations between the Colonies and Great Britain

were worse than ever. Colonists began to stockpile (co
weapons illegally. When the British soldiers found out,

marched to take the weapons from the city of Concorc
west of Boston. However, the colonists

lect)
they

’

formed militias (town armies) to stop them. The Redcoats
and Colonial militias (known as Minutemen, because they
were ready to fiﬁht at any minute) first fought in Lexington.

It is unknown w
then continued on to Concord, where they found even
more Minutemen and fought again. The Minutemen

ich side fired the first shot. The Redcoats

chased the Redcoats all the way back to Boston. Together,
these battles are known as the Battles of Lexington and
Concord. They were the first battles of the Revolutionary

War.
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Battles of Lex




Just a couple months after
Lexington and Concord, all
13 Colonies joined
together to create

the Second Continental
Congress. The Congress
tried to make peace with
Great Britain, but the King
would not.




Therefore, the

Congress chose George
Washington to lead the

new Continental Army, and

on July 4,

1776, they signed the Declarati
on of Independence, in which
the United States officially
separated itself from Great
Britain. Today, we celebrate
July 4t as Independence Day in
the United States, although the
war continued for seven more
years (until 1883).




Was the American
Revolution inevitable?

Questions

How did the movement
toward revolution cause the
Declaration of Independence
to be written?




THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION:

A COMPARISON OF RESOURCES

without nearby
supplies

Population Approximately Approximately
12,000,000 2,800,000
Money _Richest country No money to
in the world support the war
effort
Army Large, well- Willing, but
trained army poorly equipped,
volunteer force
Leaders Many skilled Few officers
officers capable of
leading
Location Vast strange land | Familiar land with

close, but limited,
supplies

4. Based on the table, which of the following looked

like the most likely outcome of the war?

A. The colonies would win.

B. The British would win.

C. A truce would be declared.

D. The thirteen colonies would expand.

Based on the table, in what area were the colonists
most prepared?

A. They had the most people.

B. They had the largest budget.

C. They had many trained military officers.
D. They easily could locate their supplies.



List the Key Events from each section (10 total):




Activity

* Choose 1 or 2 of the Key Events above that you think
was/were most influential in leading to war.

* My choice(s):

* Write a paragraph arguing why your choice(s) had
the most effect. Remember, you can also include a
sentence or two about why other choices are not as
good as yours.




The Declaration of Independence:
What Does it Say?

* The Declaration of Independence was designed for multiple
audiences: the King, the colonists, and the world. It was also desighed
to multitask. Its goals were to rally the troops, win foreign allies, and
to announce the creation of a new country. The introductory
sentence states the Declaration’s main purpose, to explain the
colonists’ right to revolution. In other words, “to declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.” Congress had to prove the
legitimacy of its cause. It had just defied the most powerful nation on
Earth. It needed to motivate foreign allies to join the fight.



Pulling down the Statue of King George III

After a public reading of the Declaration of
Independence at Bowling Green, on July 9, 1776,
New Yorkers pulled down the statue of King George
|Il. Parts of the statue were reportedly melted down
and used for bullets. Courtesy of Lafayette College
Art Collection Easton, Pennsylvania



Preamble

* These are the lines contemporary Americans know best:

* “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of happiness.”

* These stirring words were designed to convince Americans to
put their lives on the line for the cause. Separation from the
mother country threatened their sense of security, economic
stability, and identity. The preamble sought to inspire and
unite them through the vision of a better life.



What is the main idea in the

previous excerpt from the
Declaration of Indepedence?

A. All men are endowed with alienable rights.

B. Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are
important freedomes.

C. King George Il of Britain was a tyrant.

D. People have the right to end destructive
governments and form new ones.




List of Grievances

*The list of 27 complaints against King George Il
constitute the proof of the right to rebellion.
Congress cast “the causes which impel them to
separation” in universal terms for an
international audience. Join our fight, reads the
subtext, and you join humankind’s fight against

tyranny.



Resolution of Independence

*The most important and dramatic statement
comes near the end: “That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and
Independent States.” It declares a complete
break with Britain and its King andclaims the
powers of an independent country.
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Preamble

In Congress, July 4, 1776.

* The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America, When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

* We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Li/)e/, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

From https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript



https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript

Questions

* Thomas Jefferson chose to begin the Declaration with the words,
“The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America.” Do you feel this was necessary? Why or why not? Could the
13 colonies have declared independence if they were not unanimous?

Why or why not?
* What rights did Jefferson list as important? He says that people make

governments to protect those rights. What did he say the people
should do if their rights are not being respected by the government?



Homework!

Active Assignments

@ “Week 3

To begin, select an activity from All Activities
Select New Activity

- o Completion: 0/5 (0%)
[ J All Activities No Due Date



