
WELCOME!



Ice-breaker

What is your name?

Where are you from?

What do you want to do AFTER your GED?

If you had to describe your personality, 
what would you say?



CLASS SCHEDULE:

•GED: Mondays (Writing Lab) and Tuesdays – 10am-12pm

• English – Wednesday, Thursday - 10am and 6pm

•Computer class: Friday - 10am



How 
comfortable are 
you with Zoom?

Do you have any 
questions about 
using Zoom? J



Zoom app
• Make sure audio and video is TURNED 

ON
• React / ask question by RAISING HAND 

or THUMBS UP
• Change username from phone to real 

NAME 
• You can send messages in CHAT 
• Slide to right to see more people 
• ID and LINK will be sent via REMIND 



Welcome to CLUES!
• Preparing for the GED can be an intensely emotional and 

exciting time! At times you may feel this journey is long and 
challenging, but the most important thing is to keep 
practicing little by little. By coming to class and working on 
your own at home, you will see yourself improve.
• Despite everything going on in your life demanding your 

attention, you still chose to make this a priority. Stay 
focused- you can do this! This is a just a stepping stone to 
the rest of your life.



The Four Tests
• Social Studies: 70 minutes long, approximately 35 questions

• Science: 90 minutes long, approximately 34 questions 
(2 short answer questions, 10 minutes each)

• Mathematical Reasoning: 115 minutes long, approximately 46 
questions

• RLA: 150 minutes long, approximately 51 questions (1 extended 
response, 45 minutes)



How long does it take to complete all four 
timed tests?

Approximately 7 hours
GED MODULE LENGTH

RLA 150 minutes

Social Studies 90 minutes

Science 90 minutes

Math 90 minutes



RLA
Sections (in order) Item Types Other Notes

25 minutes

45 minutes
(Extended 
Response)

10 minute break

70 minutes

Multiple Choice

Fill in the Blank

Drop Down

Drag-and-Drop

Extended Response

Roughly 51 items



This course is focused on RLA











Social Studies
Sections Item Types Other Notes

65 minutes Multiple Choice

Fill in the Blank

Drop Down

Drag-and-Drop

Hot Spot 

Extended Response

Roughly 35 items



Science
Section Item Types Other Notes

90 minutes Multiple Choice

Fill in the Blank

Drop Down

Drag-and-Drop

Hot Spot 

Short Answer

Roughly 34 items



Math
Sections Item Types Other Notes

12 minutes
Non-calculator

78 minutes
Calculator

Multiple Choice

Fill in the Blank

Drag-and-Drop

Drop Down

Hot Spot 

Roughly 46 items



All tests are on the computer



What score do you need to pass each test?

145
Out of 200 



What score do you need to obtain GED with 
College Credit?

175-200



How much does each 
test cost?

$30
$120 total for all 4 tests

2 discounted retakes included!



How do I 
register for 
the test?





Where can I go to 
take the test in Minneapolis?

Southside ABE
2225 East Lake Street



Where can I go to 
take the test in St. Paul?

Hubbs Center
1030 University Ave W  

St Paul, MN 55104
(651) 290-4822



How long does it take for someone to get 
his/her GED?

It depends…



Can you take the tests more than once?

YES!
3 times in one year



2014 GED® Test Score Report

28

Score and Performance Data

✔ Demonstrated strengths

✔ Areas for improvement

✔ Specific actions to take

You will get detailed feedback 
after you take each test.





Login Instructions for PLATO online GED practice 
materials



Everyone has the same 
account login!





What are your goals?



How often do you read?

What do you read most often?

What do you like to read?



What strategies do you 
use when reading to 
help you understand 

the text?

Does the way you read 
depend on the type of 
text you’re reading? (e-

mail vs. magazine vs. 
novel, etc.)



The RLA test will require you 
to use evidence from the 
text you read. The basis of 
writing with evidence is 
being able to first identify 
evidence in the text. On the 
next slides, you will find 
some reading strategies to 
help you engage with the 
texts you read. 



Reading Strategies
• “Contrasts and Contradictions”: what do these words mean?
• Example scenario:
• Mary is ALWAYS on time for class and never misses a day. In fact, 

she usually arrives at least 30 minutes early each day with a huge 
smile on her face. On Tuesday, Mary didn’t show up to class. She 
was 15 minutes late on Wednesday and looked very depressed.

• Would you be concerned about Mary? Why or why not?



#1. Contrasts and Contradictions

•Definition: The character acts in a way that is 
contradictory or unexpected given how he or she 
usually acts. 
• Text Clue: Author shows feelings or actions the reader 

hasn’t seen before or doesn’t expect. 
•Question: Why would the character act this way?



#2. Aha Moment

•What does it mean to have a “aha moment”?
•Have you ever had a “aha moment”?
•Definition: The character realizes or starts to realize 

something that changes his or her actions or thinking.
• Text Clue: Characters say “I realized” or “I suddenly 

knew” or “Now I know why…” 
•Question: What might the character do now?



#3. Tough Questions

•What is a tough question? Is there a difference 
between a clarification question and tough question?
• Tough Questions:
•What is my role in my family? 
•What is my responsibility to my children?
• Should the United States go to war with _________ ?
•Will this penny shatter if I drop it from a height of 1000 

feet?



#3. Tough Questions

• Clarification Questions:
• What is the title of the book?
• How do I get to the bank from here?
• Does red or blue look better with my hair?

• Definition: Character asks a tough question that reveals his or 
her concerns (inner conflict). 
• Text Clue: Character asks self or another a difficult question. 
• Question: What does this question make me wonder about? 

What does it tell me about the character?



#4. Words of the Wiser

•What constitutes a wise person? Is it important to 
listen to wise people?
•Definition: An older character (mentor, advisor, 

parent, etc.) gives advice or an insight to the main 
character.
• Text Clue: A wiser, often older, character offers a life 

lesson, usually in a quiet moment.
•Question: What is important about that message?



#5. Again and Again

•What do you think this refers to?
• Examples: 
• An author may use similar words like large, big, huge, etc. 

when describing the same thing at different points in the 
story. 
• An author may repeat the same word or idea A LOT. 
• You may see examples of “Again and Again” in history: 

patterns of war, reasons for war, crimes that occur 
frequently, etc.



#5. Again and Again

•Definition: The author keeps bringing up the 
same image, phrase, or inference. 
•Text Clue: A repeated image, phrase, or 
reference. 
•Question: Why do you think the author brings 
this idea up again and again?



#5. Memory Moment

•What is a flashback?
•Have you ever been doing one thing, and then 

suddenly reminded of something that already 
happened? 
•Definition: The author interrupts the flow of the 

story by letting the character remember something.
•Text Clue: “I suddenly remember…”; “I 

remember…”; or “Thinking back…”
Question: Why might this memory be important?



Reading: 
Thank You Ma’am by 
Langston Hughes

• Judging by the title, 
what might this short 
story be about?
• Does the picture tell 

you anything?



After reading: 
•Do you have any clarification questions?
•Would you take someone who just tried to rob 
you home with you? (this exemplifies “contrast 
and contradictions”)
•Why would this woman bring him home? 
•Can you find examples of the other reading 
strategies? (aha moment, tough questions, 
words of the wiser, again and again, memory 
moment)



Thank you for coming to class! 

Remember:

•GED: Mondays (Writing Lab) and Tuesdays – 10am-12pm

• English – Wednesday, Thursday - 10am and 6pm

•Computer class: Friday - 10am


