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Essential 
Questions

The United States government needs to 
protect the safety of its citizens while also 
protecting our civil liberties. What is the 
proper balance between the two?

Under what circumstances is military 
intervention justified?

What should be the relationship of the United 
States to the rest of the world? Why do 
competing world powers come into conflict?



The Cold War



Peace did not arrive when World 
War II finally came to an end. 
Instead, the Cold War 
began. Because the Cold War 
dominated U.S. and world history 
for almost the entire second half of 
the 20th century, its effects are felt 
today in many ways.



The Cold War was a state of geopolitical tension after 
World War II between powers in the Eastern Bloc (the 
Soviet Union and its satellite states) and powers in 
the Western Bloc (the United States, its NATO allies and 
others) that lasted roughly from 1947 to 1991. The 
term "cold" is used because there was no large-scale 
fighting directly between the two sides, but they each 
supported major regional wars known as proxy 
wars. There was also the constant fear of nuclear war 
between the US and the Soviet Union.





Capitalism vs. Communism

The Cold War was not simply a struggle to control land; 
rather, it was an ideological competition between the 
Western powers, which largely had capitalist economic 
systems, and the Eastern powers, which were part of a 
new wave of communism.





Communism had arisen primarily in 1917 Russia, when 
the Russian Revolution overthrew the czar and 
established the communist Soviet Union under the rule 
of Vladimir Lenin. Communism was both an economic 
system and a type of government, and it was spread to 
Eastern Europe as the Soviet Union fought against 
Germany in WWII. Capitalist and communist societies 
were wary of each other since before WWII, but 
remained allies until the end of the conflict.



The Western nations were intent on limiting the 
expansion of communism and were worried 
about the Soviet Union becoming too powerful. In 
1949, the US and 11 other countries formed 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as 
a defensive military alliance. NATO worked to 
build up the militaries and defenses of its 
members, including West Germany.



An anti-communist	propaganda poster.



In response to what they perceived as a threat 
from NATO and a remilitarized West Germany, 
the member states of the Soviet Union signed 
the Warsaw Pact in 1955. The Warsaw Pact was 
similar to NATO in that it was also a military 
defense alliance, but it also served to unify the 
smaller countries more into the larger USSR.











Cold War Questions

• In your own words, describe the term “proxy 
war”. Give examples of proxy wars.
•Why was the Cold War called “cold”?
•What change of government came about from 
the Russian Revolution of 1917?





Think about international relations in 
the world today. In your opinion, are 

they mostly the same or mostly different 
from relations during the Cold War? 

Give reasons for your answer.





What do you know or 
remember about 

September 11th, 2001?





United States’ Foreign Policy Post 9/11

















America’s Place in the World



According to the information presented in 
the graphs, what does the general public 
value? I.e. how do Americans, or the general 
public, feel about The United States’ current 
foreign policy? Use specific evidence from the 
graphs and tables to support your response.



Homework!
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