
GED 
Social Studies 
Day 10



Essential 
Questions

How is public opinion shaped 
and controlled? 

Why do governments and 
institutions want to manipulate 
attitudes?

Why is propaganda an effective 
approach for shaping public 
opinion?



Have you seen this poster?
What do you know about it?



The “Uncle Sam” poster is a 
familiar image to most 
Americans. The poster was 
originally designed in 1917 
by James Montgomery 
Flagg, as a recruiting poster 
which sought to increase 
the number of soldiers for 
World War I. It tried to 
appeal to honor and duty. It 
was revised for use during 
World War II, and you will 
still find it around even 
today. 



•What is the message that this poster communicates? Who is 
its audience? What is its purpose?
• How does the poster communicate its message? Think about 

its use of language, color, space, and symbols.
•What specific facts or details does the poster use, if any?
• Look closely at Uncle Sam’s face. What emotions does the 

image communicate? How is the audience likely to feel?
• Look just at the image’s text. How do the words shape the 

message? How are fonts, size, and color used?
•What is your overall impression of the message?



Argument, Persuasion, or 
Propaganda? 





•Analyze the following examples in 
terms of argument, persuasion & 
propaganda. 
•Pay attention to how they appeal 
to emotions and bias. 

















What other modern examples can 
people think of? 

Is propaganda good or bad or both?





Liberal Conservative 

What characteristics define each?





Evaluating Information 
& Analyzing Political 

Speech





















Homework!

Week 10


