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Discuss
◦What is a debate? 

◦ Have you ever been part of a debate? 

◦What was it about? 

◦ Are debates important?



Expressing Opinions Activity:
Agreeing and Disagreeing

◦ Using the scenarios on the following slides, 
work with a partner and pretend you are at 
work talking to a coworker or supervisor. 
Express your opinion about the issue in each 
box. Be sure to practice how you would agree 
and how you would disagree with each issue.







What does debating help you do?

◦State an opinion ◦Agree ◦Disagree

◦Interrupt ◦Ask for clarification ◦Persuade

◦Summarize ◦Clarify or rephrase



Useful Expressions for Debating 



Useful Expressions for Debating 



Debate Topic: 
Globalization of English

◦ What comes to mind when you hear the word 
“globalization”?

◦ What language do you speak at home?

◦ When did you start to learn English?

◦ Do you ever mix your native language with 
English when you are speaking?

◦ How many people around the world do you 
think speak English as a second language?

◦ Have you ever heard the terms “Spanglish” or 
“Hinglish”? What do you think these terms 
mean? What is the meaning of globalization? 



Reading: English Globalization

Today, the English language is spoken as a 
second language by more people than 
ever before. In 2006, for every native 
English speaker, there were estimated to 
be three non-native English speakers.



English is now the language of business, 
computer technology, and skilled 
employment worldwide. Currently, hundreds 
of millions of people, especially in China and 
India, are learning to speak English, many of 
them in small local language schools. Experts 
predict that 3 billion people will speak English 
as a second language by 2016.



Many non-English-speaking countries now 
start to teach their children English in school 
at a young age. This not only helps the 
children to learn English but also to get better 
jobs when they are older. A country that has 
workers who have both English and computer 
skills is better able to compete in the global 
marketplace.



English is also the language of the Internet. 
Many people work in the field of Internet 
technology, while many others use the 
Internet to help them do their jobs or to 
improve their English skills.



As more non-native speakers have learned 
English, words from local languages have 
become mixed with it. For example, Spanglish, 
a mix of Spanish and English, is now spoken in 
the United States and Mexico. Hinglish, a mix 
of Hindi and English, is becoming more 
common in India.



In fact, some experts think that people could 
one day speak one kind of English at home, 
another at work or school, and a third while 
traveling or talking to international visitors. 
Other experts believe that countries should 
encourage local versions of English.



Some native English speakers are upset at 
these changes. However, they will have to 
adapt to them because the globalization of 
English has become a fact of life. The highly 
lucrative English as a second language 
teaching industry and the demand for native 
English speakers will continue to grow for 
some time to come.
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Discuss It:
Work with a partner or in small groups. Discuss the following questions.

1. At what age do you think children should begin to study a second language in school?

2. What do you think is the best way to teach English to children? 

3. Why do you think English has become the global language?

4. Besides business and technology, what other industries function primarily in English?

5. How is the spread of English throughout the world affecting local languages and local 
cultures? 

6. What can countries do to preserve their local languages?

7. Do you think it is important for English language teachers around the world to try to 
maintain a standardized form of English? Why or why not?

8. In what ways do languages change throughout time? Give some examples.

9. Nowadays, many young people are traveling to foreign countries to teach English as a 
second language. Do you think this would be a good job? Explain your answer.



Debate It
Topic #1: 

With English becoming the global language, 
the loss of national languages and cultures is 
inevitable.

Topic #2: 

In order to facilitate effective international 
communication, the mixing of local 
languages with English should be 
discouraged and teachers everywhere 
should use one global standard for English 
language instruction.
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READ AND DISCUSS



DEBATE TOPIC: GROWING OLDER

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF WHEN YOU HEAR THE WORD “ELDER”?



PRE-READING DISCUSSION

¡ Is the population of senior citizens getting bigger or smaller in your country?

¡ What are the advantages of people living to an older age?

¡ What are the disadvantages of people living longer?

¡ Do you think that the quality of life is better now than it was fifty years ago?

¡ How are most elderly people taken care of in your community?



READING: CARING FOR THE ELDERLY 



The elderly are becoming the fastest growing 
population. The improvements in health care and diet 
are helping people to have longer and better lives. 
Sometimes senior citizens are able to live normal lives 
and care for themselves until a very old age - but as 
most people age - they need care takers at some point. 
As a result, more middle-aged adults are responsible for 
taking care of their aging parents. These people are 
often called “parent-sitters”. 



Parent-sitters often have their elderly parents move in 
with them. The parent-sitters usually have busy lives 
raising their own children, going to school or going to 
full-time jobs. It is especially difficult to take care of a 
parent when they are ill with diseases, such as 
blindness, Alzheimer’s or arthritis.



Sometimes a parent-sitter will decide to put a parent in 
a nursing home, especially if the parent becomes very ill 
and requires 24-hour care. This decision is very difficult 
and often leaves the child feeling guilty and ashamed 
for not taking care of the parent at home. Many people 
feel it is the young person’s duty to take care of their 
elder family member.



Nowadays, people are living much longer, often into 
their 90s, so it is sometimes not possible for family 
members to care of these people at home. The choice 
of caring for aging parents at home or putting them in a 
nursing home has become a very difficult one.



f
e
g
j
b
d
c
i
h
a



guilty ashamed
Alzheimer’s

diet
nursing home

middle-aged

1. middle-aged
2. guilty
3. diet
4. Alzheimer's
5. diet
6. ashamed



DISCUSS IT:

¡ Do you think it is wrong to put a parent into a nursing home?
¡ Who is responsible for caring for the elderly?
¡ Do you think that only the oldest child in a family is responsible for caring 

for the elderly parent?
¡ Should an elderly parent be put in a nursing home?
¡ What do you think is the best way to care for the elderly?
¡ Do you think that it is better that people are living longer lives?



DEBATE IT: Topic #1: 

Adult children are always 
responsible for taking care of 
an elderly parent at home.

Topic#2:

Elderly parents should live in a 
nursing home.
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Discuss

If you were the president, what would
you do to change your country?



If-clauses



#1: If + Present, Present

• Example: If he takes vitamins every day, he doesn’t get sick. / He doesn’t get sick if he 
takes vitamins every day.

• Use this conditional to show an outcome that happens if a 
specific repeated condition is met.

• The verbs in the if clause and in the main clause will both be simple 
present verbs (**third person singular verbs end in -s).



#2: If + Present, Will + Verb

• Example: If she studies for the test, she will get a good grade. / She will get a good grade 
if she studies for the test.

• Use this conditional to show a likely or possible outcome that will 
probably happen if a specific condition is met.

• The verb in the if clause is a simple present verb, and the verb in the main 
clause is will + base form of the verb.



#3: If + Past, Would + Verb

• Example (of an unlikely situation): If he won the lottery, he would quit his job. / He 
would quit his job if he won the lottery.

• Example (of an impossible situation): If I had wings, I would fly to Antarctica. / I 
would fly to Antarctica if I had wings.

• Use this conditional to show an unlikely or impossible outcome that 
probably wouldn’t happen (unless a specific condition were met).

• The verb in the if clause is a simple past verb, and the verb in the main 
clause is would + base form of the verb.



#4: If + Had + PP, Would + Have + PP

• Example: If I had remembered to call my friend last night, she wouldn’t have sent me an angry 
text message. / My friend wouldn’t have sent me an angry text message if I had remembered to call 
her last night.

• Use this conditional to show a past regret or different outcome that 
would have happened if a specific condition had been met.

• The verb in the if clause is a past perfect verb (had + past participle form of the 
verb), and the verb in the main clause is a past modal pattern (would + have + past 
participle form of the verb).





Practice!



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

I would buy a new car if I ____________ 
more money.

a) had 
b) have
c) will have

had



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

If I were hungry I ____________ a 
sandwich.

a) make 
b) will make
c) would make

would make



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

If he ______ his homework, he will  get 
better grades.

a) will do 
b) did
c) does

does



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

If our partners were here, they 
_________ us what to do.

a) told 
b) would tell
c) tell

would tell



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

If my brother found 20$ on the street, 
he ________________ it.

a) keep
b) will keep
c) would keep

would keep



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

She will help you if you __________ her.

a) asked

b) ask

c) will ask

ask



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

I ________________to the party if I 
didn’t have to work.

a) come
b) came
c) would come

would come



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

If my brother found 20$ on the street, 
he ________________ it.

a) keep
b) will keep
c) would keep

would keep



Multiple Choice: choose the best answer

If you water your plants, they 
_____________.

a) will grow
b) would grow
c) grow

will grow



Match the 1st part of the sentence to the 2nd

1. If I were rich….

2. If I had a dog

3. I would go to the dentist…

4. I would quit my job…

5. If I spoke Spanish…

6. If I saw a bad car accident…

7. I would move…

a) if the neighbors were noisy.

b) I would buy a private island.

c) I could move to Mexico.

d) I would name it Rosco. 

e) I would call an ambulance.

f) if I had a bad toothache. 

g) if I had to work overtime every day.



Complete the sentences

• If I had more free time…

• I would move to a bigger apartment if…

• If I had more money…

• I would go to the doctor if…

• If I could travel anywhere…



Pre-Reading Discussion

• Is it difficult for you to make decisions? Do you often 
look for the opinions of other people before you decide 
on something?

•Are you the kind of person that looks for excuses 
when it comes to doing things that need a lot of effort? 
(exercising, quitting smoking, practicing another language)



Reading: The IF generation

Nowadays, many people have issues with appreciating 
what they have; it is always a matter of “If I were 
richer…”, “If I were younger…”, “If I were him…”, etc. I 
don’t have a problem with the fact that we want more 
from our lives; what annoys me is the fact that we keep 
saying what we would do ‘IF’…



When I was younger, I thought that if my parents had 
been richer, I could have been more fortunate in my life. 
I was losing my time thinking if I had been born in the 
family of my cousin, I would have enjoyed private 
tennis lessons, skiing holidays, fancy clothes, etc. What 
I didn’t take into consideration back then was the fact 
that I didn’t really like sports. In other words, I was 
jealous of the things that I didn’t want in reality. 



But the problem of ‘ifs’ doesn’t end here. We tend to 
overuse the 1st conditional in quite straightforward 
situations. ‘I’ll visit you if I have time’ usually means ‘I 
won’t visit you, I’m busy’ or ‘I will lend you money if I 
can’ equals ‘I won’t lend you money, don’t put me in an 
uncomfortable situation”. Why do we choose to send 
confusing messages when we can simply say what 
we think?



Why do we choose to send 
confusing messages when we 

can simply say what we think?



Culture and 
Society

Level 3 

Click to add text



Warm Up: Do you agree or disagree? Why?

• I'm very interested in computers and technology.
• I think computers are dangerous.
•We currently live in interesting and exciting times.
• The future will be an interesting and exciting place to live.



How has technology changed our lives?

Positive Changes Negative Changes
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Smartphones are not always beneficial





















Debate It

Topic:
Does technology 
limit or help 
humans?
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